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of the industrial enterprises in Flanders and 
the Kempen, are withdrawn from the Brussels 
Stock Exchange and quoted on the Antwerp 
Exchange. Among these are the Banque de 
Commerce, Antwerpsche Diamantbank, Metal- 
lurgique de Boom, Ceramique d’Hemixem. On 
September 2, others will be transferred, such as 
Ford Motor Co. of Belgium, Tobacofina, Com- 
pagnie Maritime Beige, and Peignage de Ho- 
boken. 



The New York Times , 3. IX. — London 
(Reuter) — Belgian women staged a demonstra- 
tion at Antwerp as a protest against meagre 
food supplies. Preceded by a banner with the 
/inscription “We want coal and potatoes, more 
bread, milk and fat” they marched to the town 
hall where the delegation tried to hand in a 
petition. 

Three of the women were sentenced to three 
months’ imprisonment for having infringed the 
German ordinance forbidding all unauthorized 
demonstrations. A fourth woman was sentenced 
to fourteen days imprisonment. 

A man, accused of having made the banner, 
was sentenced to four months in jail. 

O 

Kolnische Zeitung, 14. VIII. — By a decree 
of June 24, a rural guard has been organized 
everywhere in Belgium. Its mission consists in 
protecting rural property, cattle, fruit, and 
crops. The organization became imperative in 
view of the numerous thefts which were being 
committed. The rural guard groups at present 
more than 100,000 volunteers, in 1735 villages: 
941 in Walloon territory and 794 in Flanders. 
The guard is an organization directed by 36 
regional commanders, headed by a general com- 
mander who has at his disposal a department of 
inquiry, a juridical department, and a propa- 
ganda and cultural section. 

Notwithstanding the interdiction to circulate 
through the fields between dusk and dawn, it 
now seems that this strong organization is still 
insufficient. Another decree of August 4 author- 
izes the burgomaster to requisition by force, 
among the population of the village, all men 
who are considered indispensable. This may be 
done in those places where the guard does not 
number a man per hectare. All men between 
18 and 60 years of age may be requisitioned in 



this manner. This measure will not be applied, 
of course, where enough men volunteer. \In 
the Nazi state nearly 50% of the able-bodied 
made population works or “loafs” for the Reich. 
Occupied Belgium is rapidly approaching this 
estate: 100,000 guardsmen more among a popu- 
lation of 8,300,000 people is decidedly a fair 
increase. Next thing we’ll hear, these guardsmen 
will be controlled by superguardsmen and so 
on. For how will these hungry guardians be 
prevented from stealing the things they watch. ] 



Stockholm, 21.VIII (ONA) — Hungry 
people in the low countries are apparently eatr 
ing the meat of dogs, cats, foxes, badgers 
and even a species of water rat, it appeared to- 
day from an official announcement in the Utrecht 
newspaper Dagblad. 

The announcement ordered that all of these 
animals and any others must pass on inspection 
for trichinae if intended for human or animal 
consumption. 

A total of 2,391 persons were prosecuted in 
July in the province of Antwerp alone for of- 
fenses against food supply regulations, and 87 
were prosecuted for surreptitious slaughtering, 
according to the Belgian paper Hieuws van den 
Dag. The paper reported a serious bread short- 
age in several parts of the country, observing 
that the present bread ration was inadequate. 

— 0 

Resistance to Nazi Occupation 

London, 28. VIII, Inbel. — Further details 
have been received on circumstances leading to 
the arrest of Mr. Vandemeulebroeck. On June 
30, when rumors indicated that the Burgo- 
master was going to be prevented of fulfilling 
his duties, the City Council held a meeting in 
view of expressing homage to the Burgomaster. 
In the name of his colleagues, Alderman Jules 
Coelst declared that Mr. Vandemeulebroeck was 
the worthy successor of Burgomaster Max and 
said: “In our turn, we will follow the example 
offered to us by our Burgomasters. Here before 
you we solemnly undertake never to give in 
either to the occupying powers or to the traitors 
who accept to collaborate with him.” 

Mr. Vandemeulebroeck, in his answer, said: 
that the City Hall was the symbol of the un- 
domitable tenacity, energy and courage of our 
race. He added: “I have the feeling that my 
absence will not be long. I believe that/6ur 
liberation is not far off.’’ 
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News Fkom Belgium . 

At the same time as Hr. V andemeulebroeck 
was arrested Mr. A. De Gryse, Police Commis- 
sioner and Mr. Guyot, owner of the printing 
office which printed the burgomasters’ procla- 
'ination. 4 

Beex,in, Aug. 30, (UP) — German courts 
martial have sentenced seven Frenchmen and 
a Dutchman to death at Paris and eight Bel- 
gians to death at Liege, Belgium, it was dis- 
closel today. In Belgium, three other persons, 
one of them a woman, received “heavy” sent- 
ences. 

The eight Belgians were sentenced to death 
for sabotage. They tried to blow up an electrical 
installation and cut a power line, and were tried 
at Liege, the German-controlled newspaper 
“Briisseler Zeitung” announced. It did not say 
whether the Belgians had been executed. 
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Le Soir, 28.VII. — Recently, during the night, 
a banderol with the inscription “V”, the sign 
for German victory, which had been placed high 
up on the fagade of the theatre at Mons, was 
removed by unknown persons whom it has been 
impossible to discover. Excuses were exacted 
by the occupation authorities from the burgo- 
master, the aldermen, and the police commis- 
sioner, and the city administration was forced 
to deliver four identical banderols which will 
be hung up at various places and watched every 
night from 10 P. M. to 6 o’clock in the morn- 
ing. Curfew will begin at I P. M. and circula- 
tion will cease after 8 P. M. [In view of the 
success of the V campaign in Belgium the Nazis 
tried to monopolize the symbol to their profit 
and to interpret it as the first letter of Viktoria. 
This news item proves that the people of Mons 
in Hainaut are not willing to admit the con- 
fusion the Nazis try to create .] 



Le Nouveau Journal, 28. VII. — Under the 
title “The Greatest Trial”, Robert Poulet writes 
the following about the attitude of the judici- 
ary: “As far as the judiciary is concerned, 
things are very simple. These gentlemen prac- 
tice, with delight, what we used to call ‘la greve 
perlee’ (a kind of individual strike). This con- 
sists of trying to find in the texts which should 
be applied, every possible opportunity to annul 
their purpose or to reduce their effect. The large 
majority of the judiciary treat the infringe- 
ments of the laws and regulations governing the 
food supply as if they intended to spread the 
idea that this kind of offense is not so serious ; 
but just the contrary. Everywhere one looks, 
one discovers only ill will, sullen expectation- 
ism, slowed up or disorganized work, the ‘sys- 
teme D’ (help yourself), and finally, useless 
sulkiness. To conclude, all this would not hap- 
pen if the rules of present civism were clearly 
and officially defined. [This is one of the numer- 
ous hints that the King should put up a Govern- 
ment. He steadily refuses to take part in poli- 
tical matters .] This would not happen if a mini- 
mum of advice and practical hints were given 
to the Belgians. For a year now, we no longer 
know exactly what our patriotic duties require 
of us, nor do we know how best to fulfill them.” 
[This may be true for M. Poulet but the great 
majority of the Belgians know perfectly well 
where they stand and they show it .] 



Weltwoche .Zurich, 7. VIII. — In every coun- 
try Germany takes over by force or by so-called 
free consent: The Netherlands, Belgium, the 
Scandinavian countries, the Balkans, all they 
get is swampland. Wherever she succeeds in 
crushing military resistance, wherever she 
entered' with lightning speed, she has not suc- 
ceeded in establishing the collaboration she 
wanted. The German press and even the Ger- 
man authorities do not cease to deplore this 
state of affairs and are unanimous in confessing 
how little the conquered countries appear to be 
disposed to adopt the idea of a unified Europe 
under the guidance of Germany. Behind the 
Quislings, the Musserts, the Declercqs, the De- 
grelles, and the Lavals, the people keep quiet. 
Only a few partisans, mostly opportunists fol- 
low them, but the bulk of the people continue 
to be hostile. This explains why the crusade 
against Bolshevism met with so little sympathy. 
On thes other hand, reactions, suppressed by 
every means, appear everywhere; the illegal 
opposition benefits by the difficult situation in 
which the Germans find themselves. Acts of 
sabotage have been committed in the “dark 
country” (the Borinage coal-mining district) 
in Belgium, in Holland, in Yugoslavia, in Nor- 
way. If the national resistances should continue, 
and when winter comes with famine and cold 1 , 
the opposition will be felt more effectively an'd 
is likely to render the activity of the occupy iiig - 
authorities difficult, even dangerous, for' met 
Reich itself. 
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